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from time to time by the Crown, and the
lords spiritual, or clergy of the established
Church. The House of Commons consists
of representatives chosen by all the people,
and is quite like the House of Represent-
atixes in the United States Congress. The
Hoiise of Lords is in some respects like the
American Senate. The authority of Parlia-
ment extends in a direct manner over Great
Britain, and in lesser degree over the overseas
dominions. The subject is further discussed
under the title great britain, subhead Gov-
ernment.
The Dominion Parliament, The British
North America Act (which see) declares that
the legislative department shall be called the
Parliament of Canada, and that this Par-
liament shall consist of a Senate and a House
of Commons. In this respect the framers
of the constitution patterned after the Eng-
lish government where the law-making de-
partment consists of two houses, the House
of Lords and the House of Commons. The
theory of the bi-cameral (that is, "two cham-
bers" or houses) system is this: if there were
only one House it might pass some harmful
legislation, either through haste, popular ex-
citement, or under influence of powerful
forces; if there were a second House acting
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with the first; it would be improbable that the
same influences should exist in both, and one
House would doubtless correct the influence
of the other. Then, too, if one House were
in some sense higher grade than the other,
its restrictive influence inevitably would be
the greater.
The Senate. The Senate was originally
composed of seventy-two members, twenty-
four each from the three great divisions of
Canada—the maritime provinces, Ontario
and Quebec—with the hope of affording spe-
cial protection to their representative inter-
ests. Since 1867 the entrance of other prov-
inces has made necessary readjustments of
the number from each division, so that the
 total membership is now ninety-six. The
senators are appointed by the Governor-Gen-
eral, with the advice and recommendation of
the Privy Council (the official title of the
Cabinet). Thus it happens, as in Great
Britain, that the political party in control
nominates the members of the Upper House.
The fact that they are independent of the
vote of the people at large is supposed to
render them free from local influence. A
Senator must be thirty years of age, and
have real and personal property worth $4;-
000 above his liabilities in the province for
which he is appointed. The appointment is
for life. In legislation the Senate has the
same powers as the House of Commons, ex-
cept in regard to bills imposing taxes or ap-
propriating money. Financial measures must
originate in the lower house, and the Senate
cannot amend them.
House of Commons. The real political
power rests in the House of Commons, elect-
ed by manhood suffrage. No Ministry can
remain in office without its support and con-
fidence. The British North America Act
provides that the province of Quebec must
have a fixed representation of sixty-five mem-
bers, and each of the other provinces has a
number bearing the same proportion to its
population as sixty-five is to the population
of Quebec. The population of Quebec in 1931
was 2,874,255; by dividing this total by 65,
we find that the province has one representa-
tive for 44,185 inhabitants. The population
of any province divided by 44,185 gives the
number of representatives in the House. The
basis of representation is changed after each
decennial census. The total number of re-
presentatives under the 1931 apportionment
is 245.
No property qualification is required for
membership. A member must be a British
subject by birth or naturalization, and must
be of legal age.
All members of Parliament receive an al-
lowance of $4,000 if the session exceeds
thirty days in length, and an additional ten
cents per mile for traveling expenses. The
recognized leader of the opposition in the
House of Commons, in addition to his ses-
sional allowance, receives a salary of $10,000
a year.
Officers of Parliament. Bach House of
Parliament must have an officer to preside
over its deliberations; this officer is the speak-
er. The term "speaker77 derives directly

